14TH ANNUAL COMMANDO O-MEET

August 20, 2006

by Bob Thobaben [thobaben@erinet.com]

937-382-4739 (H)

The 14th Commando Orienteering Meet was held at Thobaben’s Farm in Clinton County.  The weather was comfortable at 81 degrees and 10 to 15 miles per hour wind.  Thunderstorms were approaching but they never materialized.  The Commando is a challenging event that tries to incorporate several survival skills into one competition.  This year we had the 4.8 km Orange Course followed by archery followed by climbing two deer hunting stands, followed by a swim in a farm pond to get “Pirate Doubloons” from a raft in the pond, followed by a 12.8 km bike ride.  If the competitor was skilled they could get 5 minutes off their time for accurate shots, and 20 minutes off for bringing me a gold plastic coin from the pond.  The pond was an optional part of Commando.

The White Course was attempted by only two individuals, the Orange Course was taken by eight individuals and the Commando course was undertaken by eight individuals.

MVOC would like to thank Mike Allen who helped Bryan Waid who was injured when he stepped into a woodchuck hole along a soybean field.  Bryan was in severe pain, but his partner was able to drive his vehicle through a farm lane to take him to get medical treatment.  Bryan is OK but he is in a cast for a severely twisted ankle.  We hope Bryan a speedy recovery.  This is the first bad injury we have had since the competition started.

Next year we will again have a similar challenge, but we will substitute cornhole competition for archery and biking to controls that have time deducted for the farthest out control to less time for the closest control.  Below are the results.

White Course (10 controls, 1.8 km, 12 m climb)
 

Ben & Sharon Bond
36:25

Orange Course (10 controls, 4.8 km, 63 m climb)
 

Katie and David Williams (Dad)
2:52:40

Colonel White ROTC (Calvin, Tracey, Chris, Daryl and Coach)
DNF (6 of 10 controls)

Gary Crouch
DNF (5 of 10 controls)

Commando Course<br>(Orange Course, 3 arrows archery, 2 deer stand climbs, swim in farm Pond, bike 12.8 km with 5 controls)
 
 
 

Name
Archery bonus
Swim bonus
Final score
Matt Bond
-12
-20 gold
1:11:00

Mickie McNeil
-4
-20 gold
2:25:00

Sara Dallman
-5
-20 gold
2:28:30

Stephanie Ross
-10
-20 gold
2:47:30

Tom Wentling
-15
-20 gold
3:07:00

Nathan Messer
-0
-0 gold
3:42:00

Mike Allen and Bryan Waid

SPW (Sporting Withdrawal)
8 of 10 Orange until Bryan’s injury

I hope to see you again next August for another challenging and unique experience!

